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SEMANA SANTA 2023
PROCESSION MAPS

~ From Palm Sunday through Good Friday
| there are six major processions and con-
% tributing writer Hadazul Cruz did all of the
t research for the 2023 routes and mapped
them out in detail. ...page 34
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THP Good Friday Procession includes characters in Roman

SEMANA SANTA
ON LAKE ATITLAN

A blending of Mayan and

Christian Tradition
by Kerstin Sabene

In stark contrast to the colorful and
elaborate pageantry of Semana Santa
in Antigua, San Pedro La Laguna is a
bit more laid back but enchanting nev-
ertheless. There are numerous proces-
sions throughout Holy Week including
a charming children’s procession on
Maundy Thursday. ...page 56




Places to go, things to do
and fun to be had...

Click on title Y
to go to desired page '&,

DINING ANTIGUA
DONA LUISA XICOTENCATL

home cooked meals and fresh bread baked daily

CERRO SAN CRISTOBAL organic farm, slow food,

garden-to-table restaurant

THAI-WOW delicious thai food in a beautiful setting

CAFE CONDESA farm-to-table since 1993

EN UN DOS POR CREPES paninis, savory & sweet crepes, smoothies...
SERVICES/SHOPPING ANTIGUA

ARNOLDS GARAGE engine repair, transmissions, a/c, master mechanic
COMUNITEL internet service where no one else gives it

VET PRO veterinary clinic - English, Spanish, French spoken
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iA nuestros apreciables clientes que nos visitan,
les deseamos que pasen una tranquila y feliz
»# Semana Santa; agradecemos su preferencial
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A Del 10 al 16 de abril Del 24 al 30 de abril ®
?\_ Ensalada Taco Del17 al 23 de abril Pay de mango a la mode, -
o Guatemalteco Q34 Combo DLX No. 53 con una bola de helado b
3 IW Sandwich de Atun acompanado de vainilla Q.26
y' ‘. de sopa del dia y una bebida. Q45 r

SERVICIO A DOMICILIO Tel: 7832-2578 - 7832-7751

Todos los dias de 7:00 am a 2:30 pm



PAN DE BANANO

DONA LUISA
XICOTENCATL
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Restumrant and K cery
4a. calle oriente #12 La Antigua G.
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UL DI VLT FRESH BREAD & ROLLS DAILY
- " ’L‘t(\w.:f'im :":1311:

SR oy ey o Whole Wheat, Raisin, All-Grain, Black Olive,

White, Potato & Onion Rolls, Banana Bread

TODOS LOS DIAS HAY

Integral, Pasas, Todos los Granos, Aceitunas Negras,
Blanco, Panitos de Papa & Cebolla, Pan de Banano

HOME-COOKED MEALS

Breakfasts, Sandwiches, Burgers,
Stuffed Potatoes, Cakes, Pies & Cookies

COMO HECHOS EN CASA
Recognized with distinctive

TOURISM QUALITY Desayunos, Sandwiches, Hamburguesas
Suulevinlie Papas Rellenas, Pasteles, Pays & Galletas

TORRE DE HUEVOS PAN DE ALMENDRA b ESCANEA Y CONOCE
NUESTRO MENU

Tel: 7832-2578 - dixpan@gmail.com | donaluisaxicotencatl.com



When your special occasion ¢
an elegant experience, call us tc
a personalized special din

Our Main Dining Room or Gard
can seat up to 20 guest

5a Avenida Sur #23

Formal Dining Room will s
Q 4097-4768

OPEN DAILY

Lunch and Dinner - S
1:00 pm to 9:00 pm W

or FREE DELIVERY

www.thai-wow.com L
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Restaurant Cerro San Cristobal, La Antigua

video courtesy of Mexcal-Rhet
Filadelfia Coffee Tour in Antigua




CERRO >
SAN (CRISTOBAL

Organic Farm
Slow Food+Garden to Table-Restaurant

Pizzas

Si extranabas nuestras pizzas ahora
puedes pedirlas a domicilio o pasarlas a

recoger a nuestro mini market.
Pizza de Camarones

Pizza del Cerro
Pizza de Salsa Blanca
Pizza de Queso

Vegetales

Albahaca
Aguacate Hass
Arugula
o Espinaca

-.1 Lechuga
Y mucho mas!

“\ Nuestro Mini-Market

Encuentra nuestras pizzas, vegetales,
aderezos y vegetales, asi como una buena
variedad de suculentas y plantas para

= tu hogar, cafe, chocolate y mucho mas.

Centro de
tentsles
traducsonales

i
Nin ft
Visita nuestro mercadito adentro de Nimpo't:
5a Avenida Norte #29, Antigua Guatemala

@ Calle Principal #5 San Cristobal El Alto, Guatemala
@E_ www.restcerrosancristobal.com
Cerro San Cristobal

. rest.cerro.sancristobal



“Get it done right
the first time.”

U.S. Standards
at Guatemalan
PRICES

ARNOLDS GARAGE

MASTER MECHANIC

Gas or Diesel Engine Repair
Transmissions - Complete A/C Services



v FREE State-of-the-art Computer Diagnostic Service
« FREE Safety Inspection
v FREE Estimate

Car Painting - Hydraulic Lift - 5 Mechanics on duty

If you are buying a used car, bring it in for a free analysis

John Mann, Proprietor

O 3aAvenida 0-10, Z. 1, Ciudad Vieja
Tels: 5153-1989, 5720-0761
(English/Spanish)




FROM THE PUBLISHERS

emana Santa is in full bloom for the

first time in years, and we have the

Holy Week Procession Maps to help
you navigate and be a part of this amaz-
ing tradition.

From Palm Sunday through Good Fri-
day there are six major processions and
contributing writer Hadazul Cruz did all
of the research for the 2023 routes and
mapped them out in detail.

Although La Antigua is the center of the
Semana Santa events, there are incred-
ible celebrations going on throughout
the country. L) et

In our Flashback series, writer/photogra- o
pher Kerstin Sabene shares her Holy Week
experience at Lake Atitlan where thereisa =
blending of Maya and Christian tradition.

Whatever you do this month, we hope =
you enjoy it. Thanks for reading Revue.

—Terry & John Kovick Biskovich

REVUE TEAM

Publishers/Editors John & Terry Kovick Biskovich
Photography Luis Toribio, César Tian
Graphic Designer Hadazul Cruz
Contributing Writer Mark D. Walker
Webmaster/Social Media JB
Systems Luis Judrez, Luis Toribio
Publishing Company San Joaquin Producciones, S.A.
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3rd Place Judges chte “Ajmoro” Santa Maria de Jesus
-. by Wilson Vasquez Orén
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“Sefor Sepultado de la Cienaga”
Colonia Molina, Quetzaltenango by Luis A. Soto S.

“When | do good I feel good, when | do bad | feel bad,
and that's my religion.” —Abraham Lincoln



“Disciple Boys, Good Friday”
Santiago Atitlan by Kerstin Sabene
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1st Place Judges Vote "Fé, Justicia y Colores”
City by Francisco Hernandez







Third Place Popular Vote “La Plegaria” Santiago Atitlan by Alexierra
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de los Dolores con su Rosario”
de Pinares del Norte, zona 18
by Elisa Aguirre Mejia







Second Place Popular Vote “Bendiciendo a tu pueblo”
Antigua, 5a Avenida esquina by Rodrigo Suarez
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First Place Popular Vot‘e.”_untitled"Antigua by Gabriel Valdez



April 2m
8:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday

The image of Jesus Nazareno de La Merced dates back to the

middle of the seventeenth century, and belonged to the now
abandoned Hermitage of San Jerénimo.

La Resena Procession is characterized by the anda’s biblical
themed adornment.
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Volcan de Agua

b1 Central Park
B Park
ﬁ Chuch

Arco de Santa (atalina
[ Parking Lot facebook.com/LaMercedAntigua



According to historians the veneration of this consecrated image
dates back to 1578. The sculpture is attributed to the friar and
artist Juan de Aguirre, who came from Peru to Guatemala.

Simplicity took over this procession and that is why this beautiful
image is known as JESUS NAZARENO DE LA HUMILDAD”.
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The image of Jesus Nazareno del Perdén dates back to the 17th
century, and presented as an altarpiece at San Francisco church
until 1773. After the Santa Marta earthquakes, it was located in
the second viacrucis chapel at Calle de los Pasos. In 1932 the
image was processioned for the first time on Holy Tuesday but
since 1955 the procession has been move to Holy Thursday.
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The Good Friday Procession includes characters in Roman
costume, one representing Pontius Pilate, and others dressed
as Palestinians; also, representations of the Roman Praetorian
Guard mounted on horses, giving with this an aspect of realism
to the commemoration of the “Via Crucis” of Jesus.



«<

=% |

/I HEE NN

>

fr— ._..| e
| d
|

zD

2101 ByUeS B

|
/
T ——

\
|
=

ey

L{]

—— (oing

<———— Returning

Volcan de Agua

{ Central Park

(

B Park

A Chuch

Arco de Santa Catalina

[ Parking Lot

facebook.com/LaMercedAntigua




The image of Jesus Sepultado that is currently on the main altar
of the Sanctuary came to San Felipe de Jesus in 1670, from San
Juan el Perdido, Santa Lucia Cotzumalguapa.

Several miracles have been attributed to this beautiful image.
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The procession of the Holy Burial from Escuela de Cristo
Church, has a combination of elements from Seville, Zamora
and Valladolid in Spain.

It is one of the longest processions in La Antigua, not only referring
to the processional route but also the procession itself.
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“Penance in Procession” Santiago Atitlan
by Warren Capps



Located in Central Park
Antigua Guatemala

(afe Condesa

Farm - to - table since 1993.

;Breakfast served all day! Sunday Brunch

Daily Blackboard Specials

Omelets, Pancakes, Quiche, French Toast,
Sandwiches, Salads, Soups, Cakes, Pies,
Muffins, Scones, Smoothies, Espresso
Cappuchino, Chai, Gelato.

® 5513-7235

lastrescondesas@hotmail.com - PBX: 7832-0038

In a Hurry? Stop by Café Condesa Express!
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En un dos por

Crepes

Serves big paninis, savory
and sweet crepes, refres-
hing smoothies, and a lot

more.

You can enjoy our
food in a cozy

room or outdoors |
on our patio.

en un dos por crepes

We began this business seven years
ago in Guatemala City and now we are
proud to be opening our second restau-
rant in Antigua.

If you love cheese and Nutella you have
to visit us at 3a Avenida Sur casa 4A.

By the way, we are pet friendly

Contact us on WhatsApp or phone call (502) 5411 4734 . il



* (Gas anesthesia

- Vaccinations - Ultrasound Tel: 7965 3347
- Surgery - Laboratory Services Km. 47 Carr. a Ciudad Vieja Casa #1
- X-ray - Emergencies San Pedro el Panorama

-Dental Clinic - Export Licenses for pets ﬂ Hospital Veterinario Vet-pro



INTERNET SERVICE WHERE
NO ONE ELSE GIVES IT

'y CIUDAD VIEJA
W' SAN MIGUEL DENAS

™

W' SAN PEDRO LAS HUERESE\
™

W' SAN PEDRO ELé
‘®

W ALOTENANGO

™
W ELHATO

BROADBAND INTERNETR -

DOWNLOADS UP TO
10MB
OFFICE: 2375-0101 =

WHATSAPP: 4416-4289 COMUNITEL



Children’s Procession, San Pedro




FLASHBACK

Semana Santa
on Lake Atitlan

A blending of Mayan and
Christian Tradition

text and photos by Kerstin Sabene

iving in La Antigua Guatemala
affords me the opportunity of
being right in the heart of one
of the grandest celebrations of
Lent (Cuaresma) in all of Latin Ameri-
ca—Semana Santa! I even had the good
fortune of experiencing some of the
Holy Week festivities on the shores of
Lake Atitldn, specifically those in San
Pedro La Laguna, Solold and Santiago.

In stark contrast to the colorful and
elaborate pageantry of Semana Santa in
Antigua, San Pedro La Laguna is a bit
more laid back but enchanting neverthe-
less. Here, there are numerous proces-
sions throughout Holy Week including a
charming children’s procession on Good
Thursday. Also known as Maundy Thurs-
day, it commemorates the Last Supper of
Jesus Christ with the apostles.

I had learned that the children’s pro-

cession would begin at 8:30 a.m. sharp,
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Hanging fruit adorns processional
routes in San Pedro

so I was up at the crack of dawn to ensure a
timely arrival at Parque Central in front of
the church. Dozens of women and approx-
imately 200 children were assembling on
the plaza right outside the beautifully dec-
orated Iglesia San Pedro. You could sense
the excitement and anticipation as moth-
ers and abuelas (grandmothers) scurried
about, making last- minute adjustments to
the white lacy veils worn by the little girls
as a testament to their faith and devotion.
In striking contrast, the women of San Pe-
dro wore brilliantly colored, hand-woven
checkerboard shawls.

Offerings of fruit and vegetables play a
significant role in the ceremonies of San
Pedro La Laguna and Santiago during Se-
mana Santa. On Holy Wednesday, fruit

baskets and corozo palm flowers are car-
ried from the cofradia or brotherhood of
Santa Cruz to the Church of San Pedro in
a unique procession that is accompanied
by prominent community members and
local authorities.

Throughout town, hanging fruit adorns
the gateways through which processions
pass. I watched as dozens of men built
these structures. Long poles of wood are
meticulously covered in green leaves from
a local plant and then hoisted up and teth-
ered to their permanent position along the
processional routes as pineapple, melons,
kixlan kum and other colorful fruits dan-
gle from above.

As in Antigua, beautiful alfrombras or
carpets were prepared on the processional

Alfombra, Santiago



U P o
Y
1,__.4.u1.1___..- et e

B e







Maximon at cofradia Santa Cruz in Santiago

routes. Having seen hundreds of alfombras
in Antigua, I appreciated the more promi-
nent use of Mayan figures and deities as
part of the unique design at the lake com-
munities, especially in the village of San-
tiago. People worked diligently to create
these ephemeral works of art, some made
with stencils and brilliantly colored saw-
dust, pine needles and flower petals.

On Good Friday morning, I boarded
a small public boat that would ferry me
across the lake to Santiago. We floated
along blissfully in the sunshine beneath
three volcanoes towering in the distance:
Volcin Atitldn, Volcdn Tolimdn and Vol-
cdn San Pedro. At the docks in Santiago,
children greeted us, eager to sell us goods

they had hand-crafted with pride.




Good Friday, Iglesia Santiago

-

Santiago Atitldn is inhabited by one of the largest in-
digenous communities in Guatemala, the TZ'utujil, and
the celebration of Semana Santa here is probably one
of the best examples of syncretism—the blending of
Mayan and Christian religions—in the country. In San-
tiago, the people celebrate both the resurrection of Jesus
as well as the rebirth of Maximén, a Mayan deity also
known as the Rilaj Mam or great transformer of mat-
ter, life and soul. The Mam is cared for and lives in the
cofradia Santa Cruz. On Holy Wednesday at mid-day,
the Mam is hung by his neck in his own chapel in order

to come back to life again at the time of Jesus’ vengeful
death on Good Friday.

I had made my way along the road that leads up from
the dock to the Iglesia Santiago where the main events

of Semana Santa would occur.
Men and woman carrying beau-
tiful large candles were entering
the church, and a huge glass
coffin decorated with flowers
and twinkling lights was being
prepared off to the right side. A
life-size statue of Jesus is placed
on top of a cross on the floor
in the center of the church and
worshippers wait patiently for a
turn to kneel in front of Jesus
and pay their respects or con-
fess their transgressions. At this
point, clouds of copal incense
filled the entire area.

After this powerful display
of devotion, Jesus is then care-
fully placed into the glass coffin
and carried through the streets
of Santiago in a procession that
lasts throughout the night.

“When Jesus dies on the
cross, his spirit goes out into
the corn fields,” said Vincent
Stanzione, a historian of reli-
gion who has lived and worked
among the Tz'utujil Maya for
more than 20 years. “For the
traditional Maya of Santiago,
Semana Santa marks the change
between the dry and rainy sea-
sons while forming a flowering






and fruitful petition for a bountiful harvest
to come. The traditional Maya believe that at
the time of his sacrificial death, Jesus ances-
tral spirit transforms into the spirit of the mi/-
pa that gently blows in the mountain breeze.”

According to Mayan mythology, the sacri-
fice of Jesus will come to fruition on May 5,
the day of the Santa Cruz, when Father Sun
passes directly overhead and the Maize Lord
Jesus stands strong in the milpa. The maize or
corn plant is seen as the incarnate body of the
‘spirited soul’ of Jesus, known to the people
as MaNawal, the transforming ancestor of the
maize-tassel people—the Tz utujil.

“The idea of deities sacrificing one another
to be regenerated by death that renews the
world is the way the traditional Maya express
their mythic metaphor that life comes from
death,” stated Stanzione. “Life is a plant gov-
erned by the Father Sun, which is the son of
the nurturing Mother Earth of the mountain.
The rituals performed here during Semana
Santa are traditional Mayan ceremonies that
renew the Earth on the sacred path of the sun.

Semana Santa is the time when the first
rains feed the Earth just as the blood that
drops from Jesus sacrificed on the cross brings

the People of the Maize back to life.”

Women wearing checkerboard shawls in San Pedro










Untitled by Gustavo Zepeda

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.”
—Henry David Thoreau
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“Centurion”
Chiantla Huehuetenango
by Hugo Rodriguez
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“El Turno” Guatemala City by Henry Cukier' \
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“Santisima Virgen de Dolores” Santa Inés
Antigua by José Carrillo




“Tradi€iones de fe” Antigua
by JuanJosé Rodas Gonzalez
)
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6n del Prendimiento
by Byron Sequen
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“Jovenes en devotion” by Kelsey Sanabria

L



by Erwin Pelaez

“My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.”
—Dalai Lama






“Fe y Devociéon”
by Jorge M Reyes Carrillo




“Por el Arco va Jesus” Calle del Arco, Antigua
by Sergio Antonio Juarez Lemus.
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REVUE

PHOTO CONTEST

MAY
20255

We invite you to participate in our
MONTHLY PHOTO CONTEST for
May 2023 with the theme:

LAKE ATITLAN GUATEMALA

Please send ONE (1) HIGH RES

photo with caption/location and

your name & website for the credit line
to: photos@revuemag.com

More information at: revuemag.com
Submissions entered by the 20th of
April will be eligible.

iPrizes are Back on both categories!
Q100 1st Place Popular Vote

Q100 2nd Place Popular Vote

Q100 1st Place Judges Vote

Q100 2nd Place Judges Vote




Te invitamos a participar en nuestro

de Mayo 2023 con el tema:

Enviar (1) foto en ALTA RESOLUCION
con el titulo, lugar donde fue tomada,
su nombre y el sitio web para el crédito a:

Para mas informacion:
Seran elegibles las fotos recibidas
hasta el 20 de Abril 2023

iLos premios estan de vuelta

ous contests l en ambas categorias!
José Migue
ander

this ad are from previ!
Gabriel Alarcon.
é’f’ddobﬂ and Alex

tos in :
Julio Mucun,

ttas, Adolfo C
piche.

Primer lugar voto popular
Segundo lugar voto popular
Primer lugar voto del jurado
Segundo lugar voto del jurado






Jordan Banks
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